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Americans' scientific ignorance is so broad and pervasive that it is blameworthy 
– it permits environmental boondoggles, cynical disinformation campaigns and a 
cheapening of public discourse. Environmental ethics and environmental 
literacy are thus closely linked. 

 
Michael Zimmerman is Dean of the College of Letters and Science and Professor of Biology at the 
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh.  A Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, he is the author of Science, Nonscience, and Nonsense: Approaching Environmental 
Literacy (The Johns Hopkins University Press 1995). 
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