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The current paradigm for evaluating ethical acceptability
of human subject research is based on principles proposed
in 1978 by the U.S. National Commission for the Protec-
tion of Human Subjects. These principles work well enough
when evaluating randomized clinical trials. But new types of
research, including epidemiologic, health services and even
genomic studies, might be different enough from the RCT
to warrant a different approach.

Eric M. Meslin, Ph.D., is assistant director of the University of Toronto’s Center for Bioethics

and associate director of the Clinical Ethics Center at Sunnybrook Health Science Center.
Dr. Meslin’s visit is made possible by the cooperation of the Canadian American Business

Alliance, organizer of the annual South Florida International Health Care Conference.

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences sponsored by the University of
Miami Forum for Medical Ethics and Philosophy, the South Florida Veterans Affairs Foundation
for Research and Education, Inc., the Research Service of the Miami VA Medical Center, the UM
Department of Microbiology and Immunology, and the Office of the Deputy Dean for Research and
Graduate Studies. For more information about the series, phone 547-5723, write to medical campus
box M-825 or send e-mail to kgoodman@newssun.med.miami.edu.




