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The most egregious kinds of scientific misconduct (fraud, falsification and 
plagiarism) are  rare and remote for most biomedical scientists. By contrast, 
the kind of misconduct that most scientists encounter (failing to credit the work 
of others, spuriously claiming authorship, refusing to share data or materials, 
etc.) is not illegal. It is unmannerly, and hence subject to regulation not by law 
but by etiquette. Biomedical science is thus in need of a set of explicit rules 
governing mannerly professional conduct, for which the term “Bioetiquette” 
has been suggested. 
 
  
Dr.  Stent  is Professor of Molecular Biology at UC Berkeley, an external member of the Max Planck 
Institute for Molecular Genetics in Berlin, former Chair of the National Academy of Science Neurobiology 
Section, Feature Editor of the  “Journal of Neuroscience,” author of  “Phage and the Origins of Molecular 
Biology” (with J. Cairns and J.D. Watson), “Morality as a Biological Phenomenon,” and “A Critical 
Edition of J.D. Watson’s ‘The Double Helix,’ ” and co-editor of  “Neurobiology of the Leech” (with K.J. 
Muller and J.G. Nicholls). 
                         

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information 
about the series, phone 547-5723, write to  Medical Campus Box M-825 or send E-mail 
to kgoodman@newssun.med.miami.edu. 


