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Developing, implementing, and using research ethics structures in small countries, particularly island 

states, presents context- and culture-specific challenges.  Among these are threats to confidentiality, 

the unavoidability of multiple roles, paucity of resources, and the legal and ethical implications of 

multinational research, especially in clinical trials or those involving the sharing of genetic material.  

This Dialogue will highlight the experience of Barbados, the Caribbean Community, and the 

University of the West Indies, as local and regional interest in research ethics have increased 

exponentially in the past decade. 

 
Dr. Campbell is a Lecturer in Behavioral Science/Psychology at the University of the West Indies’ Cave Hill Campus 

in Bridgetown, Barbados. He is a psychologist with more than ten years of experience serving on IRBs, and has been 

chair of the UWI-Cave Hill/Barbados Ministry of Health Research Ethics Committee since 2006.  When he is not 

wrestling with research ethics issues, Dr. Campbell teaches students and residents in both psychiatry and family 

medicine.   

 

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information, 

phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or E-mail ethics@miami.edu. 
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