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Writing scientific papers and getting them accepted for publication is a reward for any academician. 
Publishing papers in academic journals is a requirement for professional and reputational 
advancement. Reviewing colleagues’ submissions is important not only to the authors, who will be 
able to improve their work, but also to reviewers, who will have access to the latest research while 
improving their analytic and writing skills. In addition, the role of the journal editor is also crucial. 
The editor is responsible for the quality of individual papers and, indeed, the evolution of their field. 
While editors have great power and authority, a new generation of scholars increasingly seeks 
unfiltered access to others’ work. In this Dialogue, Dr. França will identify ethical challenges in her 
journey as an author, reviewer and medical journal editor. 

Dr. França is Assistant Professor of the Department of Dermatology & Cutaneous Surgery and jointly of the  
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences and the Institute for Bioethics and Health Policy at the University 
of Miami Miller School of Medicine.  Dr. França is the author of more than 100 peer-reviewed publications and the 
author or editor of seven textbooks, including Stress and Skin Disorders (Springer) and Advances in Integrative 
Dermatology (Wiley). She is the Deputy Editor of the Dermatologic Therapy Journal and President of the World 
Health Academy of Integrative Dermatology. 

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly seminars. For more information, 
phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or E-mail ethics@miami.edu. 
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