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Disparities in Clinician Decisions to
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This Dialogue will address the literature that identifies disparities in clinician
decisions to withhold or withdraw life sustaining treatment for patients with
serious illness. It will focus on reasons for these disparities and identify
mechanisms to reduce them.

Gina Piscitello, MD, MS, is an Assistant Professor of Medicine in the
Department of Medicine, Division of General Internal Medicine, Section of
Palliative Care and Medical Ethics, at the University of Pittsburgh. Her clinical
responsibilities include inpatient palliative consultation and outpatient palliative
clinic at UPMC.  She completed her undergraduate studies at Northwestern
University, medical school at the University of Minnesota, and internal medicine
residency and hospice and palliative medicine fellowship at the University of
Chicago. She also completed a Master of Clinical Research at Rush University
and a fellowship in clinical medical ethics at the MacLean Center at the
University of Chicago.  She is interested in research at the intersection of
clinical medical ethics and palliative medicine, focusing on disparities in serious
illness care including clinician-patient communication and decisions to withhold
or withdraw life-sustaining treatment.
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For more information, phone UMMSM Institute for Bioethics and Health Policy at 305-243-5723
or e-mail ethics@miami.edu.
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