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Despite growing sensitivity to the ethics of whole-body donation in the field of
clinical anatomy, the remains of unclaimed individuals continue to be used in
health care teaching and research throughout the United States. This practice
disregards autonomy and consent, can harm various individuals and groups
and imperils public trust in medical institutions. Whole-body donation requires
either the prior consent of the deceased or the explicit permission of their next
of kin. There are several practical alternatives for institutions transitioning from
the use of unclaimed bodies.

Dr. Shupe is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Philosophy and
Humanities at the University of Texas at Arlington, where she co-directs the
Medical Humanities and Bioethics program.
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